
 

Alden CSD Town Hall Meeting FAQs August 11th, 2020 

Thank you for your participation and questions from the Alden CSD Town Hall meeting held on 

August 11, 2020.  Below is a list of questions and answers sorted by the general topic. 

Topic Question Answer 
Athletics What is going to happen regarding sports? 

 
Athletics have been postponed at this time until 
September 21, 2020 per NYS Public High School 
Athletic Association and under the direction of the 
Governor. 

Attendance Hi, I would like to know if I would still be 
required to be there for attendance on my 
days off if I have a study hall? 

If you are on remote learning attendance will be 
taken for all classes except study hall. 

Backpacks I'm just curious since the children are now 
allowed backpacks from class to class how 
the schools will take extra measures to 
monitor what is being carried around as 
far as safety measures go. I know that 
they have always been allowed bookbags, 
but previously they weren't allowed in 
classrooms if I remember correctly.   

Students will be encouraged to only carry what is 
needed for morning or afternoon classes. They wil 
be allowed to "visit" lockers a few times during 
the day. 

Band Chorus Will there be band and or chorus? 
 

Yes, all guidelines will be followed for singing and 
playing instruments. Lessons and small groups are 
preferred to full ensembles. 

Child Care In regards to the hybrid model, will the 
district cover the cost of childcare? My 
concern is how students with two working 
parents cannot work work with younger 
kids on off days. The plan selects against 
families with lower incomes, creating 
inequitable outcomes. 

Districts do not have the resources to cover child 
care costs. If there is a hardship, please contact 
the school guidance counselor/social worker for 
contacts that may be able to assist. 

Child Care On remote learning days my children will 
be in daycare. I am not sure it will be 
possible for them to tune into remote 
learning video zooms for attendance 
purposes. If the state wants them to 
attend school they should allow them to 
be in school.... if they are making it 
impossible, I am not sure how they can 
then demand virtual attendance check 
ins..... is this something that can be 
addressed? I am sure many families will 
be in this same situation regarding 
childcare in days they are not in school. 
 
 

Districts do not have the resources to cover child 
care costs. If there is a hardship, please contact 
the school guidance counselor/social worker for 
contacts that may be able to assist. 



Topic Question Answer 

Clubs and 
Afterschool 

Will the after school program still be 
available? I know my older children have 
benefited from it in the past. And my son 
doesn't do well with the online school so 
he may need that additional help. 

We will not have a face to face after school 
program to start the year. Students who are 
remote learning for the day will be able to check 
in with the teacher during the 2:30-3:00 time 
virtually. This will be set up with the teacher and 
students as needed. 

Clubs and 
Afterschool 

What is the plan for clubs? Clubs will meet remotely according to the club 
advisors plan. 

Clubs and 
Afterschool 

I know fall sports have been 
cancelled/moved so I'm assuming clubs 
have been as well?  
Thanks! 

At this time all extra curricular activities have been 
postponed 

Communication Is there a way to share questions and 
answers? It would be great to know what 
parents are wondering and how their 
questions are answered (in order to be 
consistent). Thank you! 

The District will be creating a Questions and 
Answers document from our Town Hall meetings 
and will be posting them online on the District 
web page. 

Freshman 
Orientation 

What time will freshman orientation start 
on the 19th? When will we receive class 
schedules? Will there be sports still and 
will parents be able to attend? Will 
students that are home stream into class 
live when the teacher is instructing the in 
school students? 

Orientation on the 19th is cancelled. We will be 
holding student / parent tours with the principals 
the week of 8/24.  Invitations will go out soon.   
Schedules will be released by guidance at the end 
of August. They are still a work in progress. Sports 
are supsended at this time. Stay tuned.  Students 
will need to follow their schedule and attend class 
remotely on the days they are home. 

Harkness What about the Harkness Program? How 
will that work? 

Students will attend Harkness in person when 
they are attending in-person at AHS.  They will 
attend Harkness remotely when they are on 
remote instruction at AHS. 

Harkness How will Harkness be handled? 
 

Students will attend Harkness in person when 
they are attending in-person at AHS.  They will 
attend Harkness remotely when they are on 
remote instruction at AHS. 

Health Parents send their children to school sick 
already (meaning previous years). How 
can we trust families to take their 
children's temperature daily before 
school? 

We need to trust eachother. If a child is exhibiting 
signs of illness they will be sent to the health 
clinic, as they have in previous years. 

Health What disinfectant products will you be 
using to disinfect desks and high touch 
surfaces? 

The company name is "Diversity" and the product 
is Oxivir Tb. 

Health When a child tests positive for Covid, how 
soon will the tracing be done and when 
does this constitute the specific  
building/school to be shut down?  How 
many others would need to be tested 
positive for this to happen?  If we don't 
shut down immediately after being 
notified, how many more get infected? 
 
 

The Erie, Wyoming, and Genesee County 
Departments of Health are the lead agencies for 
testing in cooperation with the school and family.  
The District is prepared to provide needed contact 
tracing information to each Department of Health. 



Topic Question Answer 

Health If my child is not feeling well and I want to 
be cautious by not sending her,  can she 
participate in remote learning on that 
day?   
If she needs to quarantine because of 
exposure and is feeling well can  she 
participate in remote learning on the days 
she supposed to be in school? 
 
Thank you for all the work that was put in 
place to make the entire Alden school 
community is safe. 

Students that are ill and absent from school, but 
are feeling well enough to stay in touch with 
instruction will have opportunities to continue 
their learning remotely.  They can get further 
directions and clarifications upon their return. 

Health I was wondering what the attendance policy 
will be with students that miss several days 
due to a cold? A cold or cough can last several 
days even weeks. I realize the student would 
be home and see the doctor to make sure it is 
in fact just a cold. Then the student will not be 
able to come back until he/she has no 
symptoms. That sometimes could be several 
days. Therefore, what will the policy be 
because that could add up quick and I know in 
a normal school experience if you are absent 
over a certain number of days then action is 
taken. Hopefully this will not be a problem, 
but I'm just curious about how that would be 
handled. 

Please communicate with the individual building 
attendance offices and submit doctors notes when 
your student is ill. At this time, because we cannot be 
sure that an acute illness is not covid, and because 
there can be what is called co-morbid illness along with 
COVID, such as strep, DOH guidance says that ANY 
acute illness with symptoms that could be COVID 
require evaluation and testing for COVID. A physician 
or other health care provider note and test results 
indicating it is not COVID are required for a return as 
well as 72 hours fever free off fever reducing meds and 
symptoms improving and 10 days since the symptoms 
first appeared. While this is highly conservative, it is for 
safety of all.  We realize this is an inconvenience, but 
for now, for the reopening, this is consistent with DOH 
guidance. 

Health Will students/faculty be required to have 
a COVID test before the start date, as 
colleges are doing? 
 

Not at this time.   

Health Will there be a full time nurse on site, as 
other schools are doing? 
 

Alden Primary, Alden Intermediate/Middle, and 
Alden High School each have a Nurse on site each 
day.  Our school nurses are a valuable resource 
and have expertise we are using as we implement 
our plans. 

Health If your child has a seasonal cold or a 
cough, are they just expected to stay at 
home? 
 

At this time, because we cannot be sure that an 
acute illness is not COVID, and because there can 
be what is called co-morbid illness along with 
COVID, such as strep, DOH guidance says that ANY 
acute illness with symptoms that could be COVID 
require evaluation and testing for covid. A 
physician or other health care provider note and 
test results indicating it is not COVID are required 
for a return as well as 72 hours fever free off fever 
reducing meds and symptoms improving and 10 
days since the symptoms first appeared. While 
this is highly conservative, it is for safety of all.  
We realize this is an inconvenience, but for now, 
for the reopening, this is consistent with DOH 
guidance. 
 



Topic Question Answer 

High School Is there still new student orientation on 
August 19? If so what time? 
Thank you 

We will not be doing a traditional orientation 
program this year.  Device distribution is the week 
of 8/17 and we will be doing student / parent 
tours with the principals the week of 8/24.  We 
will be sending out an invite and sign up asap. 

Hybrid How do you know if your child is blue or 
gold day? 

This information will be sent from buildings in the 
next week. 

Hybrid Will students be live streaming their 
classes on home days? 
 

We don't beleive we have the capacity to "live 
stream" all classes throughout the day at the 
same time.  Students will attend class remotely 
according to their teachers daily plan. Attendance 
will be taken for remote students. 

Hybrid On the days my child is learning remotely 
how are the teachers implementing class 
work? Will the teacher just have follow up 
assignments due that specific day? Will 
the grades be posted promptly so we can 
tell if our child has indeed completed the 
work? 

Students on remote instruction will need to follow 
their schedule and attend class remotely 
according to the teahcers plan.  The Power School 
parent and student portals will be used, as per 
usual, to share grades and feedback in a timely 
fashion. 

Hybrid  
Middle School 

1. As Alden Schools are planning to use a 
hybrid model for reopening this fall, what 
does that look like for students on a day-to-
day basis? In particular, would some lessons 
be taught remotely for half the time, while 
other lessons are taught in-person? If this is 
the case, why couldn’t some students 
access all lessons and material remotely? 
This allows for greater attention to not only 
their own safety and the safety of their 
families, but also the safety of students 
attending in-person, who would be more 
‘distanced’ with fewer students in the 
building.  
2. The model that was discussed today (on 
the proposed hybrid schedule), looks as 
though my students would only receive 2-3 
days of instruction per week. Can you 
please clarify, if my child is attending school 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, are they 
supposed to access materials and 
instruction remotely Thursday and Friday? 
And then, would that Monday-Wednesday 
instruction be re-teaching and support or in-
school/face-to-face instruction on new 
material?  
3.Based on this model, students will receive 
significant repetition and support, which 
while necessary for some students, is not 
needed for all. What will be done to 
differentiate for your more advanced 
learners in this model? 

1. We will follow a flipped classroom approach. 
Teachers will provide students with direct 
instruction asynchronously via video, PowerPoint, 
flipgrid etc. (10-15 min max) Students will be 
responsible to view this instruction the night before 
attending class (HW). Students may be required to 
come prepared with questions or guided notes on 
lesson they viewed. During class time (either face to 
face or remote) students will work on 
assignments/projects related to the lesson. Teachers 
will support, reteach, provide additional recourses to 
students during this class time. This can be done via 
Zoom or Teams  when kids are remote.                                                                                                                                                 
2.By using the Flipped model students would be 
provided 5 days of instruction whether they are 
remote of face to face. All kids will view the direct 
instruction asynchronously the night before and 
work on assignemtns during the class period. This 
new instuction could be provided 5 days a week to 
students requardless of the students being present 
at school or at home.                                                                                
3. This will look different than it did during the 
Emergency Remote Learning that took place last 
Spring. There should be little repetition on 
assignements and lessons provided. Depending on 
the unit that is being taught, students may get new 
material daily. Students will be supported by staff 
during the class period when at home or in class. If 
students do not need the support at home and can 
complete assignments on own after viewing the 
direct instuction, then they will not be required to 
recieve that support. We are still planning on 
offering all the advanced classes that have been 
offered in the past at the MS. 



Topic Question Answer 

Hybrid During the remote days of instruction for 
the intermediate students, will the 
learning/practice hours be flexible if 
parents are unable to be home with the 
child for support during regular school 
hours? 
Will students be required to check in daily 
with teachers when parents may not be 
home? A little worried about this since my 
child may be home with an older sibling 
who will be responsible for his own 
learning throughout most of the day. 
Thank you! 

Students will be required to connect daily with 
their teacher during remote learning days. These 
times will be as flexible as possible to 
accommodate family schedules. 

Hybrid 
Primary School 

I am wondering what the format will be 
for the primary students on their remote 
days. Will they be required to login to the 
classroom? Have take home work from 
the days they were in school? Etc? 
 
Also, what is on 9/3? I noticed the 
calendar had lines through it? 
Thank you! 

Primary School students will follow a home study 
script on remote learning days. This script will 
follow a consistent format that includes 
computer-based programs, 1 on 1 time with an 
adult, and teacher assignments from face-to-face 
days. Families will connect daily with the 
classroom teacher for attendance purposes. 
Flexible options will be provided to accommodate 
family schedules. 
 
9/3 is a Superintendent’s Conference Day. No 
students are in attendance on this day.  

Hybrid 
Primary 

What is the virtual school going to look 
like for the primary school? 

Primary School students will follow a home study 
script on remote learning days. This script will 
follow a consistent format that includes 
computer-based programs, 1 on 1 time with an 
adult, and teacher assignments from face-to-face 
days. Families will be required to connect daily 
with the classroom teacher for attendance 
purposes. Flexible options will be provided to 
accommodate family schedules. 
 

Lunch Can you please elaborate more on how in 
school lunch will be  
 

Students will eat in the cafeteria following the 6 
foot social distancing guidelines. We are in the 
process of determining the best seating 
arrangement to meet the established guidelines. 

Masks Will the primary students be able to 
remove masks when 6 feet apart at 
desks? 
Thank you 

Students and employees may remove masks 
while social distancing can be accomplished 
and sustained.  Masks are recommended to 
be worn at all times.  

 

Masks Do they have to wear the mask given by 
school or can they come to school in their 
own mask? 
 

Students may wear masks from home and/or the 
school provided masks. We will be posting 
information related to proper hygeiene for masks 
and, if students arrive to the bus without an 
appropriate face covering, one will be provided. 
 
 



Topic Question Answer 

Masks What are going to be the guideline for 
what qualifies as an appropriate face 
covering? 

Reusable cloth face covering and masks are made 
from fabric, preferably tightly woven cotton. Cloth 
face coverings or masks should include multiple 
layers of fabric and should cover both the nose 
and the mouth extending to the chin. 
Disposable surgical masks are also appropriate 
face coverings. 
July 13, 2020 NYSDOH Guidance indicates the 
following: 
"Acceptable face coverings include but are not 
limited to cloth-based face coverings (e.g., 
homemade sewn, quick cut, bandana), and 
surgical masks that cover both the mouth and 
nose." 

Masks What are the procedures for students that 
refuse to wear masks or if they have a 
doctors note? 

Parents of students who are unable to wear a 
mask due to an underlying medical condition 
should contact the school nurse so that a health 
care plan can be developed.  The school nurse will 
work with the family physician. 

PE How will gym be completed? 
Work out room before and after school at 
the HS? 
If student does not bring in MD note after 
being sent home ill?? Then shows up to 
school, or parent refuses to take student 
to MD. 
Will students be able to carry a backpack 
if they can only go to their lockers 4x’s per 
day? 

For Physical education grades 4-12, depending on 
the activity, students will be allowed to change 
and use the locker room with social distancing 
protocals in place.  
 
For all students in grades K-12, when possible, 
every effort will be made to go outside. Whether 
in or outside, students will be socially distanced 
12' as per the CDC guidlines. 

PE How will physical education be handled? Physical education will take place following all of 
the mandated guidance regarding distancing and 
shared equipment. 

PE Gym class..... will there be any and if so 
what will that be like? 
Sports......are all school sports delayed 
until spring? 
 
 

For physical education grades 4-12, depending on 
the activity, students will be allowed to change 
and use the locker room with social distancing 
protocals in place. 
 For all students in grades K-12, when possible, 
every effort will be made to go outside. Whether 
in or outside, students will be socially distanced 
12' as per the CDC guidlines.  
Athletics have been postponed at this time until 
September 21, 2020 per NYS Public High School 
Athletic Association and under the direction of the 
Governor. 

PE How is gym class going to be handled?  I 
understand there will not be sports at this 
time so how can we keep them safe while 
in gym classes without masks on? 

The PE Department will be working together to 
come up with plans that will keep students 
engaged and have them remain 12 ft apart when 
in class. They will use outdoor space as much as 
possible. The engagement in the activtiy may be 
done at home with students logging their practice, 
and while in school they may be learning about 
the sport and take part in more discussion. 



Topic Question Answer 

PE Yes we are wondering how gym class will 
work that really wasn’t said I’m concerned 
about locker room use etc. how will we 
know if the child will be eating in the 
classroom or in the cafeteria will that 
information be provided before the first 
day of school?  
 
What are the procedures for students that 
refuse to wear masks or if they have a 
doctors note? 

The Physcial Education Department will be 
working together to come up with plans that will 
keep students engaged and have them remain 12 
ft apart when in school. They will use outdoor 
space as mush as possible. Lockerroom use will be 
at discretion  of the teacher and what they will be 
teaching. The number of students allowed in the 
locker room will be regulated by the teacher and, 
students will need to remain socially distanced. 
Due to the limited size of cafeteria and the ability 
to only get 40-60 desks in there, we will need to 
use both the classrooms and cafe for lunch. 
 
Parents of students who are unable to wear a 
mask due to an underlying medical condition 
should contact the school nurse so that a health 
care plan can be developed.  The school nurse will 
work with the family physician. 

Pick Up Drop Off What will the daily pickup procedure look 
like? Will parents be allowed to enter and 
sign out? 

Visitors are limited in each building including drop 
offs due to the screening procedures and traffic 
patterns in each of the buildings. If there is a 
specific need, please contact the building 
principal. New procedures for the Primary School 
loop will be mailed out to families that do not 
require them to enter. 

Remote Learning With the current hybrid plan, the days my 
children are at home is it 100% virtual 
learning?  I mean, will the lesson continue 
from Monday-Friday where there is a camera 
in class for the children at home to continue 
with the lesson they were working on the day 
prior and will continue to learn?  It seems that 
for the Middle school they will sign in to each 
class for attendance but then are they working 
on projects that were assigned to them?  Is 
there a complete zoom class for them to 
interact while they are home or are they 
working on their own?  And how will this work 
for the Intermediate school, I couldn't get into 
the Zoom meeting last night so I wasn't able 
to hear. 
I don't mind them being home 1/2 the time, 
but want to make sure they are actually 
learning something.  I can't monitor their 
learning if the lesson is just an at home project 
they will be working on when they are at 
home.  Please advise how this will work. 

At the MS the students at home will be required 
to check in with their period teacher every class. 
The teacher in the class will provide support for 
the students when needed throughout the class 
period as their work on their assignment/projects. 
This will be done via ZOOM, TEAMS, email, etc. 
The teachers will discuss the students 
responsiblity and how they will be supported 
during the first few days of school. 

Remote Learning 
Option 

Will the parents be given an option for 
100% virtual learning? 

Guidance from Governor Cuomo's office dated 
August 7, 2020 left the determination about 
opening in either "in-person" or "hybrid" to the 
local districts.  Districts were required to post the 
plan for 100% remote learning in the event 
schools are ordered to close. 
 



Topic Question Answer 

Remote Learning 
Option 

If at any time in the coming cold/flu 
season numbers go up or high risk status 
changes within a family, will 100% virtual 
schooling be an option? 

As part of our plan we are prepared should this 
need to occur.   
As of this date there is not an option for complete 
remote. On 8/7/20, Governor Cuomo announced 
that based on each region's infection rate, schools 
across the state are permitted to open this fall. 
The determination of how individual districts 
reopen—in-person vs a hybrid model—will be 
made by local school districts under strict 
Department of Health guidelines. We will continue 
to monitor the guidance. 

Remote Learning 
Option 

When will we know if an all-remote 
option is going to be available for Alden 
students? 

As of this date there is not an option for complete 
remote learning. On 8/7/20, Governor Cuomo 
announced that based on each region's infection 
rate, schools across the state are permitted to 
open this fall. The determination of how individual 
districts reopen—in-person vs a hybrid model—
will be made by local school districts under strict 
Department of Health guidelines. We will continue 
to monitor the guidance. 

Remote Learning 
Option 

When will the decision be made for 100% 
vs hybrid? 

As of today 8/11/20, the decision has been made 
to start the school year in the hybrid model 
pending changes from NYSED, NYSDOH, or the 
Governor’s office. 

Remote Learning 
Option 

Is there a virtual only option for some 
students now that hybrid teaching has 
been announced? 

As of this date there is not an option for complete 
remote learning. On 8/7/20,  Governor Cuomo 
announced that based on each region's infection 
rate, schools across the state are permitted to 
open this fall. The determination of how individual 
districts reopen—in-person vs a hybrid model—
will be made by local school districts under strict 
Department of Health guidelines. We will continue 
to monitor the guidance. 

Remote Learning 
Option 

What happens if the parents do not feel 
fully comfortable sending their kids back 
to school yet? Do we have the of option of 
100% virtual? and how hard will it be to 
get them back in a class once things settle 
down?  
Why is the Alden School District starting 
before Labor Day when most school 
districts are going back after Labor Day 
giving the parents more time to prepare? 
Us working parents barely have anytime 
to prepare. When is the deadline for bus 
pick up and drop offs if a students if aren't 
coming from home everyday they go to 
school? When would you need those 
forms in? 
 
 
 

As of this date there is not an option for complete 
remote. On 8/7/20, Governor Cuomo announced 
that based on each region's infection rate, schools 
across the state are permitted to open this fall. 
The determination of how individual districts 
reopen—in-person vs a hybrid model—will be 
made by local school districts under strict 
Department of Health guidelines. We will continue 
to monitor the guidance. 



Topic Question Answer 

Remote Only 
Option 

I haven't seen or heard anything about 
being given a choice for 100% virtual? This 
would be the best option for our family. 

As of this date there is not an option for complete 
remote. On 8/7/20, Governor Cuomo announced 
that based on each region's infection rate, schools 
across the state are permitted to open this fall. The 
determination of how individual districts reopen—
in-person vs a hybrid model—will be made by local 
school districts under strict Department of Health 
guidelines. We will continue to monitor the 
guidance. 

Remote Learning 
Option 

Are they going to be sending out something 
asking WHO will be sending their kids and 
who will not be? If parents arent sending 
their kids, thats their choice, but some of us 
parents don’t have the ability to work from 
home AND have childcare lined up to watch 
the kids while they are learning virtually. If 
they have enough kids not coming into 
school, cant the ones that are going, go full 
time? 

As of this date there is not an option for complete 
remote. On 8/7/20, Governor Cuomo announced 
that based on each region's infection rate, schools 
across the state are permitted to open this fall. The 
determination of how individual districts reopen—
in-person vs a hybrid model—will be made by local 
school districts under strict Department of Health 
guidelines. We will continue to monitor the 
guidance. 

Remote Learning 
Support 
Middle School 

What type of online support will there be 
for the at home days for children?  Some of 
us parents will be working and the children 
will need to continue to learn, who will be 
their reference point?  Is there only the 
teacher for that class for middle school? and 
for the intermediate school since it is only 
one class is it only that one teacher? 
 

At the MS the students at home will be required to 
check in with their period teacher every class. The 
teacher in the class will provide support for the 
students when needed throughout the class period 
as they work on their assignment/projects. This will 
be done via ZOOM, TEAMS, email, etc.  The teachers 
will discuss the students responsiblity and how they 
will be supported during the first few days of school. 
If the student has an IEP they will have support from 
the Special Education teacher and classroom 
teacher. 

Re-Opening 
Intermediate 
School 

Will there be a day when the incoming third 
graders can come into the school prior to 
the first day to familiarize themselves with 
the school? If not, will teachers be available 
on the first day to show students exactly 
where they need to go? Thank you! 

Traditionally, we plan a walkabout event at the end 
of August for all families so they can drop off 
supplies and get a look at their classrooms. 
Unfortunately, we will not be able to host a 
walkabout this year. Instead, teachers will dedicate 
time on the first day to get students settled and also 
tour the building. Last year, some of our 5th grade 
students made an introduction video for the school. 
While it doesn’t compare to the experience of 
walking through the building in person families can 
watch to get a general overview of the building: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_5-ti-Ha3I  

Schedule  
Primary School 

When will we know what group the kids are 
in.  I need to speak with my supervisor 
about switching my days, but it will depend 
on my daughter's schedule.  The sooner I 
know the better.  Thank you. 

PS classroom placements and cohort assignments 
(blue/gold) are being mailed out on August 14th. 
Assignments had to be revised several times to 
accommodate last minute changes and maintain 
equitable class sizes.  

Schedule  
 

When will we know what plan we are to 
follow? 
When will schedules and supply lists be 
available? 

As of today, the decision has been made to start the 
school year in the hybrid model. Schedules will be 
available later in August. Regarding the supply lists, 
teachers will share the first couple of days of class 
and primary school supply lists are available on the 
PS website. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_5-ti-Ha3I
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Schedule  
High School 

During the recent Spring semester that 
ended during the quarantine, my 8th 
grader was assigned work to be 
completed on a 3rd party website. I can’t 
recall all of them, but Quizizz comes to 
mind. The challenge with these types of 
sites is there is no way to confirm/validate 
that the student completed work within 
it. I had my daughter oversee his 
homework assignments to confirm they 
were all completed, but the teacher could 
not see his 100% of his submissions. This 
happened 4-6 times. Can the teachers be 
instructed to avoid the use of such online 
tools? 
Also, is there a chance the district will 
reconsider the scheduling later in the year 
and move to Full-Time in-school 
instruction?  My son will suffer if left to 
learn on his own throughout the entire 
year.  
And, my last question is, what time is 9th 
grade orientation on Aug 19? 
You guys are doing an EXCELLENT job 
communicating to our school community. 
It’s really appreciated.  
Thank you. 

I will address the faculty regarding this issue.  If 
teachers are assigning work to students on any 
platform they must be able to see the work.  
Otherwise it is unacceptable.  Our plan for this 
year is fluid and we will take direction from the 
state and governor. Our goal will always be to 
have 100% of our students safely return to school 
full time.  The traditional orientation is cancelled 
but we will be offering small tours of the hs with 
the principals starting on 8/24. Look for an invite 
in your email. 

Schedules Why is the Alden School District starting 
before Labor Day when most school 
districts are going back after Labor Day 
giving the parents more time to prepare? 
Us working parents barely have anytime 
to prepare. 

District calendar was approved March 3, 2020. 
Traditionally we schedule 185 student days. The 
reason we are starting a little early is due to Labor 
Day falling later in the month of September. 

Schedules 
Remote Learning 

Can you clarify how distance learning is 
going to be handled this year?  Are we 
doing something similar to the end of last 
year?  Is it just going to be small lesson 
plans on seasaw?  If so, are you planning 
to give them more to do to have them 
actually be doing school work for the 
same length of time they’d be in the 
classroom. 

Elementary remote learning plans will incorporate 
many of the same programs that were utilized in 
the spring. The rigor of our remote learning plan 
will be different that the expectations that were in 
place in the spring.  

School Supplies What about school supplies. The lists are 
for full time school at school. Please let us 
know what the kids need to come 
prepared with. 

School supply lists will be shared by teachers the 
first week of school. 
Primary School supply lists are also available on 
the building’s website under the Building Info tab. 



Topic Question Answer 

Science Labs How will classes that need hands on learning 
such as science labs, wood shop... going to be 
handled in a 100% remote or hybrid scenario? 

Students will complete the hands on portion of the 
learning when they are present in school.  All safety 
guidelines and protocols will be followed. 

Special 
Education 

So both of the kids get extra help in class and 
sometimes go to advisement classes to get 
that help- will they be able to do that if they 
are in during their in school days?  
Thanks 
 

Students will be able to get extra support while in 
school for face to face instruction and when they are 
learning at home in the Blue and Gold hybrid model. 

Support for 
Students 

Will AIS for math and reading be offered to 
those children that need it? And would it be 
offered while in school, and via distance-
learning? 

With the hybrid model, class sizes will be around 10-
12 students, allowing classroom teachers increased 
opportunities for small group instruction. AIS 
teachers may push in to rooms to take a small group 
rather than pull out, but services will still be 
provided. Additionally, AIS teachers  will be available 
via Zoom daily for re-teaching opportunities with 
students who are on remote learning. 

Technology  
Will primary students be given devices to do 
at home work on? 
 

If we are to transition to a remote learning plan, the 
District will work to support PS families that need 
assistance with devices. If families are experiencing 
difficulties with devices/access during the hybrid 
instructional model, they should reach out to the PS 
Main Office.  
 
 

Technology On remote learning days, what if your child 
goes to daycare and does not have access to 
log in to daily attendance? 
 

All students in the Intermediate building will be 
provided with devices this year. This will increase 
access to online materials and video chats with 
faculty. At the primary level, there will be flexibilty to 
accommodate the needs of families whose child 
does note have 1:1 technology access.  

Technology Since all three of my children will be remote 
learning on the same days and there will be 
some type of face to face requirement with 
their teacher via Zoom, etc. will the students 
be provided with electronic devices for the 
remote learning days?  My concern is having 
three children all needing a device at the 
same time and I want to be able to plan 
accordingly. 

All students in the Intermediate building will be 
provided with devices this year. This will increase 
access to online materials and video chats with 
faculty. Primary School students will have more 
flexibilty to accommodate the needs of families 
whose child does note have 1:1 technology access 
during the school day. 

Technology Are the Intermediate school kids going to be 
given a device to work at home?  If so, do we 
need to cover it with insurance like the 
Middle/High Schools? 

All students in the Intermediate building will be 
provided with devices this year. This will increase 
access to online materials and video chats with 
faculty. 3rd and 4th grade students will not be 
required to purchase a protection plan. 
 
 
 



Topic Question Answer 

Technology The district plan document mentioned 4th 
graders getting a laptop for remote; is this 
true for hybrid?  If so do they need the 
device insurance used for the older grades? 
Thank you. 

All students in the Intermediate building will be 
provided with devices this year. This will increase 
access to online materials and video chats with 
faculty. 3rd and 4th grade students will not be 
required to purchase a protection plan. 

Transportation How will bussing work?  I have to children 
that will go on the same days, but start at 2 
different times? Please advise if their is 
staggered times for pick up/drop off. 

Regular bus runs.  HS/MS first and a second route 
for the IS/PS in the AM.  Regular runs in the PM, 
HS/MS then either an IS or PS run. 

Transportation When is the deadline for bus pick up and 
drop offs if students aren't coming from 
home everyday they go to school? When 
would you need those forms in? 

They were due July 31, 2020.  If it is the same 
place on the same day each week, we need them 
as soon as possible.  After 8/24/2020, the request 
will not take effect until the week of 9/14/2020. 

WiFi How are families without internet suppose 
to participate in distant learning days? 
We've been trying to get internet since 
December, cell service is not strong enough 
for constant Zooms. Last time around was 
horrible for the kids. 

We are exploring this issues and options surround 
this.  Each buildin has a plan in place to provide an 
alternate means of instruction if there is a need.  

WiFi I have 2 MS students and we do not have 
internet. We currently use our phones for 
hotspots however, we will not be able to 
have both students stream on Zoom to join 
classroom times. My understanding is that 
they need to login daily while on remote 
learning and view the classroom live. Am I 
understanding this correctly? And if so, is 
there another option for us? 

We are exploring this issues and options surround 
this.  Each buildin has a plan in place to provide an 
alternate means of instruction if there is a need. 

YMCA What is the YMCA afterschool program 
going to look like? 

Please check with the YMCA program. 

Masks In light of new research that has come out 
regarding the airborne spread of the virus 
indoors, I am concerned about the policy that 
masks do not need to be worn in the 
classrooms while students are seated.  I 
understand that students will be in desks that 
are at least 6 feet apart, but many experts are 
recommending mask use indoors at all times-
regardless of the ability to social distance.  
Here are a few links that may be helpful:   
 
https://www.uchealth.org/today/covid-19-
and-airborne-aerosols-what-you-need-to-
know/  
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/11/healt
h/coronavirus-aerosols-indoors.html  

Our plans are required to be fluid and change as 
guidelines are revised and updated. Significant 
updates such as the one referenced will be 
communicated with families as they are released. 

https://www.uchealth.org/today/covid-19-and-airborne-aerosols-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.uchealth.org/today/covid-19-and-airborne-aerosols-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.uchealth.org/today/covid-19-and-airborne-aerosols-what-you-need-to-know/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/11/health/coronavirus-aerosols-indoors.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/11/health/coronavirus-aerosols-indoors.html


https://www.cbsnews.com/news/coronavirus
-droplets-spread-farther-six-feet-indoor-
spaces-ventilation/  
 
I recognize that much of this research is 
emerging and that things change on an almost 
hourly basis, but I also feel that this means 
that plans need to change accordingly.  I truly 
appreciate all of the work that the 
administrative team has put into the 
reopening plan.  The level of communication 
with families has been amazing and the town 
hall meeting last night was well-done and 
informative.  Thank you! 

 

If you submitted a question and it has not been answered, please contact us at: 

• Alden High School: Principal-  Kevin Ryan  (716) 937-9116 ext 4000 

kryan@aldenschools.org  

• Alden Middle School: principal- Steve Smith (716 )937-9116 ext 2191 

ssmith@aldenschools.org  

• Alden intermediate School: Principal- John Mikulski (716) 937-9116 ext 3191 

jmikulski@aldenschools.org 

• Alden Primary School: Principal- Mike Stepnick (716) 937-9116 ext 6191 

mstepnick@aldenschools.org 

• Alden Central School District: Superintendent- Adam Stoltman (716) 937-9116 ext 4171 

astoltman@aldenschools.org 
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